[Rheumatologic and radiologic symptoms of dialysis-associated beta 2-microglobulin amyloidosis: long-term retrospective study of 175 chronic hemodialysis patients].
beta 2-microglobulin amyloidosis is a major complication in chronic hemodialysis patients. Destructive arthropathy, spondylarthropathy, and carpal tunnel syndrome are clinical manifestations of beta 2M amyloid depositions within the joints, intervertebral discs, and tendon sheets. We have investigated the prevalence of beta 2M amyloidosis associated radiological joint lesions in a population of 175 patients on chronic hemodialysis. In 32 of 175 patients the diagnosis of amyloidosis arthropathy and spondylarthropathy was made by radiomorphological criteria. These 32 patients were asked about rheumatic symptoms (localisation and character of pain, synovitis, carpal tunnel syndrome, influence of dialysis membrane on pain) and examined clinically. Bilateral pain of the shoulders or wrists was complained by most of the patients. 24 of the 32 patients had signs of secondary hyperparathyroidism besides beta 2M-amyloidosis. 29 patients had a carpal tunnel syndrome, 23 of whom had to be operated. beta 2M-amyloid was histochemically demonstrated in all of these 23 cases. Renal transplantation led to immediate pain relief in 3 out of 3 patients, a change of the dialysis membrane (high-flux membrane) improved chronic pain in the majority of patients.